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Regional

Transfers a game changer in higher education
In time past the vast majority of college students
stayed in the school they initially entered. However,
that trend is changing rapidly and that may prove a disruptive force for colleges and universities – as well as a
challenge for students both academically and financially.
According to a study titled “Transfer and Mobility,”
just published by the National Student Clearinghouse
Research Center, the research arm of the National Student
Clearinghouse, about 3.6 million students entered college for the first time in the fall of 2008. During the following six years they transferred 2.4 million times. These
and other data by this not-for-profit organization that
partners with academic institutions to provide valuable
statistics, is more than trivial and has many implications.
The first and most obvious effect is on public colleges
and universities. With states funding those institutions
based on how well they perform when it comes to
graduation rates, the consequences can be damaging.
In other words, some of those institutions may be doing
well from a pedagogical viewpoint but the retention rate,
lowered by students transferring, may, misleadingly, cast
them in a bad light.
In the past we used to see transfers only from community and technical colleges to four-year colleges
after obtaining an associate’s degree. Now we see more
fluidity with people transferring not only earlier, but
even from public to private institutions, something
almost unheard of 20 years ago. To make things even
more complicated, about half of transfer students who
started college in the fall of 2008 switched colleges more
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than once. And more than one third of them transferred
during the summer.
This behavior represents a challenge for the students,
as well as the institutions. To begin with, most institutions (particularly private ones) decide which credits
are transferable and which ones are not, sometimes
through previous arrangements between the institutions
concerned or statewide agreements or mandates. When
those agreements do not exist those students make take
much longer to graduate and in potentially greater financial debt.
About 20 percent of the students who begin their
careers at community and technical colleges (that represents more than half of the college student population
in this country) transfer to a four-year public institution.
In many cases those students are not well prepared for
that transition. Although some community colleges do a
good job teaching students, that is not always the case.
In fact, many students who expect to eventually get a
baccalaureate degree often begin at a community college
under the impression that those colleges are cheaper
(which is true most of the time) and easier academically
(which is sometimes true).
Of the more surprising data in the center’s report is
that about 50 percent of transfers do so from public, four-

year institutions, while more than 40 percent of transfer
students move from four-year private institutions to a
community college, which again emphasizes the perception than the community colleges are cheaper and easier.
Further, many students in four-year institutions
(whether public or private) take summer courses in
community colleges just trying to graduate faster, in a
phenomenon now known as “summer swirl.” This a big
headache not only for academic advisers trying to keep
track of students and their requirements to graduate, but
also for college administrators who are trying to increase
retention rates for the “all important” national rankings.
A sizable number of transfers from community
colleges fail at four-year institutions, decreasing the
retention and graduation rates even further. To make
things even more complicated, nearly a quarter of
those transfer students make it across state lines, which
means that the differential curricula are more likely to
be more pronounced which, in turn, means that these
students will spend more time and money graduating
from college.
These problems not only affect four-year institutions,
but also community colleges themselves. According to
the report nearly a quarter of the students who started
at a community college transferred to a four-year institution within six years (which is the time yardstick usually
applied to measure whether or not students are graduating). Yet, only one in eight of those transfer students
earned a certificate or an associate’s degree first, down
from one in five three years ago. What that means is that

regardless of the quality of instruction, this bigger dropout rate also penalizes community colleges.
One proposal made by the National Student
Clearinghouse to streamline these transfer processes is developing an automated data-transfer system.
Something that some colleges and universities are doing
to improve their graduation rates is to actively pursue
those students who are shy just a few courses to graduate and offer them the possibility to do so. Although this
approach has met with some success, most postsecondary institutions have yet to try it, in part because of the
lack of vision, in part because they have not figured out
how to develop a follow-up process that allows finding
and convincing those students to attend their schools.
What is more concerning from a global perspective
is the fact that last year only 55 percent of all college
students had earned degrees or certificates within six
years, a small decline from the previous year. Again,
more people who enter college not only do not graduate
but also carry a bigger debt without a tangible result to
show for it.
Therefore, this is not only a statistical or political
problem for colleges and universities, but also a societal
problem that requires a more creative and innovative
approach to increasing retention and graduation rates.
We owe this to all parties involved.
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor
with leadership experience in higher education. He can be
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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“It’s one of the things we discussed in our management meeting on
Friday, if we want to raise that threshold from $100,000 to $150,000.”
Providing additional rational for this change, City Attorney Jeff
Berkbigler said the city established this limit in 2004 and now a
$100,000 project isn’t considered as big of a project.
Alderman Barb Stamer came out against rising the cap, pointing to
the fact that she thought the cap was too high in 2004.
Addressing the impact of the use of PLAs, Williams said it is his
opinion that the city has not been harmed by using them.
“I don’t think it has caused us any problems with finding qualified
bidders or responsive bidders. The agreement itself, I know I was
skeptical in 2004 when it went into effect, but it has come to our aid
when there have been disputes, jurisdictional disputes or if there
was a strike,” Williams said. “It helped us when the operators went
on strike, it kept the jobs moving whereas most of the stuff in the
metro east stopped.”
A motion and second were made and the resolution will be forwarded to the City Council with a recommendation to approve.
Meanwhile, the committee has forwarded the award of the 2015
micro-surfacing contract to Microsurfacing Contractors LLC with
the contract amount of $174,566.84.
City Engineer Ryan Zwijack told the committee the contract was a
part of the annual micro-surfacing the city does and includes: Illinois
Avenue, Creek Street, Country Club Drive and Schwarz Road.
The micro-surfacing application will help extend the life of the
pavement and provide a new surface for traffic.
Zwijack said the higher cost comes down to a double course being
put on Country Club Drive.
A motion and second were made and the award will be forwarded
to the City Council with a recommendation to approve.
In other business, the committee has forwarded the award for the
2015 pavement-marking contract to Control Line Inc. in the amount
of $51,288.38.
Zwijack said the award is an annual contract for the maintenance
of pavement markings throughout the city.
Areas that will be specifically targeted include: Esic, Franklin,
University Park and the Gateway Commerce Center.
A motion and second were made and the award will be forwarded
to the City Council with a recommendation to approve.
Finally, the committee has forwarded the award of the 2015
water service material contract to Schulte Supply in the amount of
$56,314.29.
According to Zwijack the annual contract is for various fittings,
saddles, tubing, valve boxes, meter yokes, meter pit lids and other
miscellaneous supplies.
A motion and second were made and the award will be forwarded
to the City Council with a recommendation to approve.

INTERNET
Continued from Page 1
Feller says there is nothing wrong with restricting access to certain apps if parents feel uncomfortable with their children using
them.
One of the best places parents can see which apps their children
are using is the app store.
“Check which apps are trending and which ones are most downloaded. It’s also important to establish and encourage an online
agreement with your kids. Make rules,” Feller said.
If you ask your children what the rule is for electronic devices
at school, no doubt they could tell you. Feller says it should be the
same way at home.
“Learn technology together. Have the kids teach you,” Feller
said. “And establish boundaries.”
A final step parents can take to keep their children safe is to
enable parental controls on the devices their children use.
“And use conversation starters. Ask ‘Why do you like Instagram?’”
Feller said. “There is parental peer pressure. Many kids will say to
their parents ‘All my friends use this app!’ It’s OK to say no.”
One of the resources she recommends for parents to use is ebully411.com. The website provides tips for parents and children on
Internet safety and what to do if there is a problem. You can also
check out the top trending apps and websites your kids are using.
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Gulledge spoke to the police chief and fire chief who agreed that they
would have proper access if a situation arises. “Now it’s up to them. We
will be watching closely to make sure they will do what they said in that
letter.”
During the meeting, the board also approved the annexation of 26
Burdick Creek Road from Collinsville and the annexation of 6119 State
Route 162 from Glen Carbon.
Collinsville Township Road and Bridge has agreed to continue their
services, including mowing, snow plowing, and mosquito abatement on
Maryville’s part of Keebler Road at no charge, as well as additional services.
Members of the village board, including the mayor, congratulated and
thanked all those involved in the Maryville Firemen’s Homecoming.
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Helping hands
The EHS Dance Team helped Wanda Lucas hang up and organize dresses and suits at the Cinderella Affair, which make
dreams come true for teens during homecoming and prom by providing those in need with a dress or suit. The Cinderella Affair,
run by Juli Gerecke and Wanda Lucas in Bunker Hill, pampers teens on the day of their special event with not only clothing and
accessories to wear, but also with volunteers doing hair and licensed cosmetologists doing make up all while enjoying a variety
of snacks.

Illinois sees farmers markets grow
DECATUR, Ill. (AP) — Decatur is
surrounded by lush farmland producing food most often destined for
other locations. But with the arrival of summer farmers markets and
roadside stands, some of that produce is being redirected straight to
consumers who like the fresh food
and connecting with local farmers.
Illinois ranks third in the U.S.
for the number of farmers markets
according to the Illinois Department
of Agriculture. And they're growing
both in numbers and what they sell.
In 2012, the state expanded what
could be sold at farmer's markets
with a cottage food law that allowed
farmers and other entrepreneurs to
make certain foods in home kitchens.
Now, new legislation is awaiting a
signature from Gov. Bruce Rauner to
allow for more food products beyond
baked goods, jams and dried herbs.

One of the oldest ongoing markets
in the area is the one in Central Park.
"That market goes back to during
the Civil War," said Pete Vercellino.
Vercellino manages the privately
owned downtown market which he
started selling produce in the 1980s.
Before that, he remembers helping
his father set up for what was then a
twice weekly market. It's now down
to every Saturday starting this weekend.
"We're not big, but there's not
much we don't have," Vercellino
said.
Vendors vary every week, but the
inaugural weekend will host about
eight farmers selling tomatoes, zucchini, cucumbers, green onions,
strawberries, lettuce and other produce started in green houses to get
a head start on the growing season.
The Mount Zion Heroic Age Arts
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Louer’s letter pointed to two sections of the
comprehensive plan that the developer could
use to justify the elimination of the stub street,
but wrote that it was his opinion that neither are
valid for the discussion.
Louer cited the fourth section of the comprehensive plan, which says the intent is to protect
neighborhoods from incompatible land uses.
He further wrote that he would not be in opposition to supporting an agreement protecting the
proposed subdivision if the neighboring property was not a residential subdivision.
Secondly, in the sixth section, the comprehensive plan encourages the use of non-continuous
streets to avoid speeding and cut-through traffic.
While not advocating for a specific point for
the stub street, he wrote there are a number of
places where the street could be installed forcing
traffic to negotiate turns and stops.
Later in the letter, Louer addresses the developer’s statement about not wanting a stub street

Center's first farmer's market starts
today.
"Hopefully, we're going to have a
really good turnout," said founder
Sue Russotti.
Besides fruits, vegetables, honey
and flowers, the Thursday markets
will also showcase craft vendors and
musicians. She hopes the weeknight
event will pull in people going to
Chill on the Hill and give vendors
more opportunities to sell fast-growing crops.
"I think Mount Zion is going to
like that it's theirs," Russotti said.
Urban farmer Cheyanne Marston
will split her time between the
Richland and Mount Zion markets
this summer. Marston is an agriculture student at Richland. The
full-time occupational therapist has
been selling herbs and vegetables
at Richland for three years and is

because of their desire to preserve and add value
to the homes.
“I fully appreciate their desire and argument but it is not a different argument than
other developers have made in defense to not
add a stub street nor will it differ from future
arguments for denying connectivity,” Louer
wrote.
In response, developer Kevin Jones said they
were not in favor of the stub street to the east.
Jones shared concerns about what the property could become, but the larger concern is the
cut-through traffic that might come through the
development.
“The main street that comes through the subdivision is a parkway, it has no driveways on it,
so it’s pretty much a straight shot without interruption with the intention to create something
attractive and different from what’s done in most
subdivisions,” Jones said.
Currently there is a bike path in the preliminary plat located to the east.
Stamer said she was appreciative of the two
entrances but recognized the importance of connectivity.
“I live on the north end of town. I represent
people that live on the north end of town. I grew

looking forward to sharing recipes
and talking about unfamiliar produce with a new audience at the Art
Center.
The Denver native said she's
developed a niche audience in the
Hispanic community by selling
tomatillos, jalapenos and cilantro.
Last year, she grew 1,700 pounds
of produce on less than one acre of
land. She's also started a small CSA,
community share agriculture, this
year in which people pay to get a
share of fresh produce every week.
"I would really love to quit my job
(to) farm," Marston said.
And the markets may help her
grow enough customers to do that.
While she hopes to become a fulltime farmer someday, Marston's
outgoing personality means she'll
always want to talk to people about
food.

up in the north end of town. When you ask somebody from that end of town where you live, we
say Edwardsville. Why do we say that? Because
every neighborhood connects to every other
neighborhood because they feel like they’re all
one community,” Stamer said. “As we get farther
out and subdivisions are developed, people don’t
say that anymore. People say that 'I live in Ebbets
Field' or 'I live in Vicksburg' or 'I live in Goshen
Woods.' They don’t live in Edwardsville.”
She also came down against the idea of cutting
through the subdivision due to the amount of
turns that would be required to make it through.
“The only straight thoroughfare you have is
the one that has no buildings on it. Every other
street you would have to be struggling to consider that faster than going down to Goshen Road
and taking a straight shot,” Stamer said.
Despite everything she said, there is no strong
feeling about having the stub street or not.
Jones once again asked why this was needed
when there are three ways in and out of the subdivision.
A motion and second were made and the
resolution will be forwarded to the city council
for approval by a vote of 2-1 with Stamer voting
against the resolution.

